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P UBLIC P OLICY
Course Offerings/credit
(minimum of 3 courses)

AP U.S. History

1

Honors We the People

1

AP U.S. Government

1

Economics

1

Probability & Statistics

1

Introduction to Business

1

Focus on Contemporary Issues

1

Intro to public speaking

1

URI writing 104

1

Media Literacy

1

Journalism and Publica-

1

Career options

• Law
• Journalism
• Business
• Human Resources
• Social Work

P AT H WAY D E S C R I P T I O N
Students choosing to
follow this pathway will
be exposed to a variety
of courses related to
public policy and its
practical applications.
Public policy is the
study of the creation
and implementation of
policies that result from
a rigorous process of
investigation, formulation, adoption and implementation. Gaining
a strong foundation in
the institutions of government, their inner
workings, as well as
their tools for shaping
public policy will be
emphasized. For example, students will
gain a strong understanding of the administrative state, the law-

making process of
Congress, and the use
of judicial interpretation. A study of the
implementation of public policy at both the
local, state and federal
levels will also be addressed. In addition to
studying the various
steps that occur in the
creation of public policy, students will also
develop their own per-

spectives on some important historical and
current policy decisions. It is expected
that students become
not only informed
about public policy but
also engage in authentic assessment and
seek to gain first hand
understanding and experience in the workings of government.

Learning Opportunities











We the People
Herodotus Society
DECA
Internship at the State
House
School Improvement
Team
Close-Up
Student Government
State House Visit
Mock Trial

P A T H WA Y R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S
Students interested in pursuing a pathway in this area
should meet with their guidance counselor to select the
best sequence of courses that
will satisfy the North Smithfield High School graduation
requirements and at the
same time, meet the criteria

to receive a seal of concentration in Public Policy.
Students will also develop a
Public Policy related focus
which will culminate in field
experience for the required
senior project.
It is recommended that stu-

dents choosing this concentration, actively seek postsecondary schools to further their
education in this field.

